


-TOPICS COVERED-
❖ THE MARCH OF 1963
❖ PLAN A ROAD TRIP
❖ THE GREAT MIGRATION
❖ LIFE IN THE NORTH VS. SOUTH
❖ LANGSTON HUGHES
❖ HARLEM RENAISSANCE
❖MUSIC REFERENCED IN THE STORY

-BOOK LIST-

THE WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM

YAKETY YAK I FOUGHT BACK

LET THE CHILDREN MARCH

CHILD OF THE DREAM

WE’VE GOT A JOB

FINDING LANGSTON

WHAT WAS THE HARLEM
RENAISSANCE?

HARLEM RENAISSANCE PARTY

OVERGROUND RAILROAD

ELLA QUEEN OF JAZZ

DUKE ELLINGTON

SUGAR HILL

THAT IS MY DREAM

LANGSTON HUGHES: POETRY

HARLEM STOMP

Disclosure: Clicking on each title will take you to an a�liate link.  This option is available for your convenience, & while
I do receive compensation if you purchase through the link, I encourage you to check your local library or online thrift
stores, as many of the titles can be found there as well.
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-TRAVEL GUIDE-

WEEKS 1-3

Over the next 3 weeks, you and your children will be introduced to
the Watson family, and you will travel with them to Birmingham, AL
iduring the summer of 1963, a pivotal time in the Civil Rights Era.

READ-ALOUD

The Watsons Go to Birmingham
20 minutes per day/ 5 days per week

ACTIVITY

The Watson family loved music! Explore and listen to the artists the
family enjoyed in the story and have a dance party!

READER SUGGESTIONS
(Books for your children to read on their own at their own pace)

Yakety Yak, I Fought Back ages 13 & up



WEEK 4

The Watsons Go to Birmingham follows the Watson family to
Birmingham, AL during the summer of 1963.

The 16th Street Baptist Church bombing, that actually took place in
September, was a hate-filled response to events that had been

centered around the church earlier in the year, one of which was the
Children’s March that took place in May.

This week you will plan your own road trip to Birmingham along
with reading about the march that sparked a movement.

READ-ALOUD

Let the Children March
(A picture book for the whole family)

READER SUGGESTIONS
(Books for your children to read on their own at their own pace)

Child of the Dream by Sharon Robinson ages 8 & up

We’ve Got a Job by Cynthia Levinson ages 10 & up



-PLAN A ROAD TRIP-

A guide to plan a family road trip
from your home to Birmingham, AL.



-COMPARE YOUR TRIP TO THE WATSONS FAMILY TRIP-

Who drives in your family?

How does your family prepare for a trip?

Do you listen to music together?
If so, what are your favorite songs?

What activities do you like to do as you travel?

Would you pack your own food or eat out?

Would you need to plan your stops based on
where you would be allowed to stay?



-TRAVEL BUDGET-

DATES OF TRAVEL

_____________________

SET A BUDGET & RESEARCH COSTS

● TOTAL BUDGET:    _______________________

● Gas:                              _______________________

● Hotels:                        _______________________

● Food:                           _______________________

● Attractions:              _______________________

● Souvenirs:                _______________________



-TRAVEL PLANS-

LODGING:   ________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

TRAVEL STOPS: ____________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

BIRMINGHAM ATTRACTIONS:   ____________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________



-ALABAMA TO CHICAGO-

WEEKS 5-8

Kenny’s parents moved to Michigan in search of better
opportunities and a better life outside of the south.  Their

journey was an all too common one, and the next read-aloud,
Finding Langston, along with the picture book Overground

Railroad, will take a look at this period in history-
a journey known as the Great Migration.

READ-ALOUDS

Finding Langston
20 minutes per day/ 5 days per week

Overground Railroad
(A picture book for the whole family)

ACTIVITY
After reading the books in this section, research life in the South
versus life in the North.  In what ways was it di�erent for black

families?  In what ways was it similar?



-LET’S HEAD TO HARLEM-

WEEK 9

In The Watsons Go to Birmingham, Kenny reads a piece by Langston
Hughes, an author you were introduced to in more detail while

reading Finding Langston.  Langston Hughes heavily influenced a
movement birthed in part by the Great Migration- the Harlem

Renaissance.  This week you will take a closer look at the life and
work of Langston Hughes and that wonderful explosion of art and

music known as the Harlem Renaissance.

READ-ALOUDS
What Was the Harlem Renaissance?

20 minutes per day/ 3 days
Ella Queen of Jazz

Harlem Renaissance Party
Duke Ellington

Sugar Hill
That is My Dream

(Picture books for the whole family)

READER SUGGESTION
Langston Hughes: Poetry for Young People Series ages 10 & up

Harlem Stomp: A Cultural History of the Harlem Renaissance ages 12 & up


